Definition of Selected Census Data Files (Census 2000):

Source: Glossary, American FactFinder, US Census Bureau

Summary File (SF)

Statistics for a large number of geographic areas that are designed to show great subject matter detail
presented in tabular form. There are four main summary files produced from the data collected during
Census 2000.

Summary File 1 (SF 1)

This file presents 100-percent population and housing figures for the total population, for 63 race
categories, and for many other race and Hispanic or Latino categories. This includes age, sex,
households, household relationship, housing units, and tenure (whether the residence is owned or
rented). Also included are selected characteristics for a limited number of race and Hispanic or Latino
categories. The data are available for the U.S., regions, divisions, states, counties, county subdivisions,
places, census tracts, block groups, blocks, metropolitan areas, American Indian and Alaska Native
areas, tribal subdivisions, Hawaiian home lands, congressional districts, and ZIP Code Tabulation Areas.
Data are available down to the block level for many tabulations, but only to the census-tract level for
others.

Summary File 2 (SF 2)

This file presents data similar to the information included in Summary File 1. These data are shown down
to the census tract level for 250 race, Hispanic or Latino, and American Indian and Alaska Native tribe
categories. For data to be shown in SF 2, a population category must meet a population size threshold of
100 or more people of that specific population category in a specific geographic area.

Summary File 3 (SF 3)

This file presents data on the population and housing long form subjects such as income and education. It
includes population totals for ancestry groups. It also includes selected characteristics for a limited
number of race and Hispanic or Latino categories. The data are available for the U.S., regions, divisions,
states, counties, county subdivisions, places, census tracts, block groups, metropolitan areas, American
Indian and Alaska Native areas, tribal subdivisions, Hawaiian home lands, congressional districts, and Zip
Code Tabulation Areas.

Summary File 4 (SF 4)

This file presents data similar to the information included in Summary File 3. These data are shown down
to the census tract level for 336 race, Hispanic or Latino, American Indian and Alaska Native tribe, and
ancestry categories. For data to be shown in SF 4, there must be at least 50 unweighted sample cases of
a specific population category in a specific geographic area. In addition, the data for the specific
population category for the specific geographic area must also have been available in Summary File 2.
Available on CD-ROM, DVD, and American FactFinder.

Public Use Microdata Area (PUMA)
An area that defines the extent of territory for which the Census Bureau tabulates public use microdata
sample (PUMS) data.

Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) files

Computerized files containing a small sample of individual records, with identifying information removed,
from the census long form and from the American Community Survey showing the population and
housing characteristics of the people included on those forms.



